Editorial Commentary: New Kid on the Block: Rotator Cuff Patch Augmentation Requires Rigorous Scrutiny.
There is still plenty of room for improvement in surgical rotator cuff repair healing as well as in nonsurgical cases. Adding an implant or patch to improve results has been a subject of much discussion for a couple of decades. The main problem has been that the surgical procedures are so difficult, with added time and its effect, and therefore are controversial. Many surgeons are reluctant to go the surgical route. As we have advanced technically, we are at a turning point, with newer implants that can be easily augmented. Therefore, recently many surgeons have been using implants, and preliminary reports seem promising. New implants must withstand vigorous challenges, and future extensive and long-term studies can enable improved implants using human tissue.